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®
® United States District Court
District of New Jersey
Democratic National Committee, ef 2/,
® Plaintiffs, Civil Action No, 81-3876
w , Judge Dickinson R. Debeveise

Republican National Committee, ef al.,

Defendants.
¢
DECLARATION OF MARIA CINO
1. My name is Maria Cino, 1am the Deputy Chairman of (he Republican National

* Committee, 310 First Street, $E, Washington, DC. 20003. I have held this position since June
2003.

@ 2. Since receiving the Democratic National Comrmittee’s papers at approximately 7 pm
EDT on Wedncesday, October 27, 2004, my staff and I have investigated the facts and
circumstances upon which the DNC’s allegations are purportedly based. This Declaration is

ot based upon facts within my personal knowledge and facts ascertained as a result of our ongoing
investigation

® 3. On June 15, 2004, RNC Chairman Ed Gillespie wrote to DNC Chairman Terry
McAuliffe proposing that the RNC and DNC jointly attempt to assure that all properly registered
voters be allowed to vote without improper interference or intimidation. In particular, Chainman

® Gillespie proposed that each party list all precincts throughout the country in which it anticipated
problems, and then endeavor to have both a Republican and Democratic volunteer working
cooperatively as an obscrvation team in each of those precinets. The intent of this proposal was

® to avoid election-eve charges by the Democratic Party of voter intimidation, and by the

.“—-—J
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Republican Party of vote fraud, (A copy of the June 15, 2004 lefter is attached hereto as Exhibit
1). Although Chairman McAuliffe responded by letter of July 1, 2004 (attached hereto as

Exhibit 2), he did not accept the propesal of cooperative observation teams.

4. On or about August 10, 2004, the Republican National Committee mailed a letier
welcoming all newly-registered voters in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, to the political process, and
encouraging them to suppbrt the Republican ticket, Because the RNC wanted to welcome all
newly-registered voter to the political process, the mailing went to all newly-registered voters in
Cuyahoga County. A copy of this letter, which clearly indicates that it was “Paid for by the
Republican National Committes,” is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. The RNC selected Cuyahoga
County for this mailing because it understood that the county had a particularly large number of
new registrants. Of the 49,552 letters mailed, approximately 3,353 were returned as
undeliverable. These returned mailings have not been used in any challenges to voter

registrations. Neither Ebony Malone nor Irving Agesto were on the mailing list for this Jetter,

5. On September 9, 2004, the Republican Party of Ohio sent letters to newly-registered
voters in 5 Ohio Counties: Cuyahoga, Franklin, Summit, Hamilton, and Montgornery. These
counties were selected hecause they were fhe counties with the largest anticipated numerical
increases in registration. All Ohio counties were not selected simply because of the expense of
obtaining all the lists, the expense of mailings, and the declining benefit of outreach efforts to
new voters in counties that had minimal new registrations. Again, these letters went to all newly
registered votera. A copy of this Ictter, which clearly indicates it was *“Paid for by the Ohio
Republican Party,” is attached hereto as Exhibit 4. 15,238 of these letters were returned as
undeliverable. Again, neither Ebony Malone nor [rving Agoste were on the mailing list ‘to

receive this letter.
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6. It is the practice in Ohio for county Boards of Elections to send informational packets
to newly-registered voters, informing new registrants of the location of their polling stations and
other important information. These mailings wero sent at various times during 2004. Neither the

RNC nor the Republican Party of Ohio had anything to do with these mailings.

7. Beginning on or ahout Qctober 7, the Republican Party of Ohio began to receive
reports that, by the week of Oclober 18, demonstrated that tens of thousands of letters sent by the
county Boards of Election had heen returned as undeliverable. This fact was reported iu the
Ohio press, and became a matter of interest to the public and to the Republican Party.
Exemplary articles reporting on these returned mailings are attached as Exhibit 5. Althouph
Intervenors Ebony Malone and rving Agosto were not on either the RNC mailing list or the
Republican Party of Ohio mailing list, they were on the county Board of Elections mailing list,
and any challenge to their multiple registrations arises from the fact that the county mailings to

~ them were returned ag undeliverable.

8. Concurrently aver the last couple of months, there have been widespread media
reports of voter registration irregularities in Ohio and throughout the country. For example, in
Ohio, media reports indicaled that:

1. A woman working for a group aligned with the Democratic Party paid for the
voler registration of fictitious persons with crack cocaine. An exemplary media report of this
incident is attached as Exhibit 6.

b.  Anindividual in Columbus, Ohio was indicted on two felony counts for
submitting a false election registration form and submitting a false signature. An exemplary

media report of this incident is attached as Exhibit 7.
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. c. Officials in Hamilton County, Ohio are curently investigating possibly fraudulent
voter registration cards. An exemplary media rcplurt of this incident is attached us Exhibit 8,

° 9. The group known as Association of Community Orgunizations for Reform Now
{(“ACORN"), to which both Intervenors refer as soliciting their involvement in this Jawsuit, has
been widely implicated by media reports in fraudulent voter registration activities in Ohio and

® other states, Among the potentially illegal activities are the submission of frandulent signatures
and payment on a per-rexistration basis for gathering voter ropistrations, ACORN is currently
under criminal investigation in Colorado, Florida, ];\Iorth Carolina, and Ohia. Media reports of
® ACORN’s voter registration activities in Ohio, by way of example, are attached as Exhibit 9.
10. Rather than alliow Democrat-alipned groups to continue engaging in such blatant
voter registration improprieties, I understand that the Republican Party of Qhio initiated
* challenges to the questionable voter registrations, It appears that these challenges were bascd
primarily on the county Board of Elections Mailings, and were not based on the RNC’s mailing,
® These challenges are being pursued through the statl.itory process in Ohio, which provides each
challenged registrant an opportunity for a hearing. It is my understanding that yesterday, a
federal district judge enjoined the challenge process, although it has also been reported that the
® Attorney Generul of Ohio has filed an emergency appeal to the Sixth Circuit.
11, Neither the RNC, nor to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, the
Republican Party of Ohio, has been involved in any efforts (o suppress voter tamout, and
o certainly not in any racially motivated or directed efforts to remove qualified voters from the
voter tolls. The RNC firmly believes that every qualified and properly registered voter should
make every effort to vote, and should be allowed to do so. But there is no place in a fair and
@
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| o open election process for fraudulent voter registration, whether of fictitious persons like Mary
Poppins or Dick Tracy, or of unqualified persons, or of persons who, like the Intervenors here,
register multiple times at multiple addresses,
®
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my
‘ . knowledge, information, and belief.
®
Maria Cino
®
.
|
‘ o
o
®
®



Case 2:81-cv-03876-DRD-SDW  Document 21-9  Filed 10/29/2004 Page 7 of 39



Case 2:81-cv-03876-DRD-SDW  Document 21-9  Filed 10/29/2004 Page 8 of 39

P x ¥
M

Republican

Nation

L]

al

Committee

Ed Glllaspls

Chalrman
¢

June 15, 2004

Chairman Terry McAuliffe
Democratic National Committee
430 South Capitol Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Chairm

As we cast our votes this November, I know you agree that no American should believe
that he or she will be intimidated from voting or that his or her vote won’t count because
of fraud. As both you and ! have noted, there is a problem with American elections if the

process is not perceived as fair,

The challenges of properly implementing the new Help America Vote Act (HAVA) gives
us a uhigue opportunity to try to correct some of the systemic problems our process faces.
T'd like to propese a program under which we can work together as the chairs of our
respective Parties to protect the integrity of the veting process for every American.

You have falscly and unfairly charged the Republican Party with trying to intimidate
voters. The Republican National Commitiee is not, and will not be, engaged in any effort
to suppress or intimidate voters, Qur Party finds such conduct reprehensible and if we
receive any evidence that such conduct is occurring, I will take all steps necessary to
ensure that it ceases immediately. Rather, our goal in this election is an unprecedented
cfford Lo register new voters and encourage participation in the political process.

The other side of the coin is that, just as Democrats apparently believe that Republicans
are engaged in voter intimidation, many in my Party believe Democrats engineer voter
fraud. I know you feel about these charges the way I feel about the charges of voter -
intimidation.

The unforfunate reality — and why T am writing you today —~ is that these charges and
counter-charges reflect two sides of a coin that create an atmosphere of divisiveness
actoss our country. Ag Chairs of the parties, 1 know you feel as I do that we have an
obligation (o make this situation better.

o Pald for by the Republican National Commitias, www.mc.org :
310 First Strest, SE - Washington, DC 20003 « (202) 863-8500 « Fax: (202) 883-8020
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What 1 hope we can do is join together for a program to bring transparency and opentess
to every voting place in the country wherc cither of us believes there is a potential for
voter intimidation, fraud or mistrust of the tabulation process. The proposal, which 1look
forward to discussing and refining further with you, is an unprecedented and massive
undertaking — but worth it.

Bach of us would list every preciriot where we fear there could be a problem on Election
Day. To put some limits on it, we could begin with Presidential battleground states, as
well as those with contested Senatorial and Gubematorial races.

Next, sach of us would be responsible for recruiting a volunteer for each named precinet.
The Republican and Democratic volunteers would work as an observation team.

We would recrnit similarly bipartisan teams assigned to cover multiple precincts to
respond to and investigate reports of problems. Tho tcams would agree on avenues of
appeals that could be taken to the courts, if needed.

We would invite members of the media to be present either in a ceniral location or
embedded with the teams. '

The goal is to provide a mechanism where the problems that have occurred in the past
with voting, and will face a major test this election with the implementation of HAVA,
have a transparent, bipartisan solution.

Sincerely,

itlespie
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DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMIITER

July 1, 2004

Chalrmen Ed Glilesple
Republican Netlonal Commites
3410 First Stroat, SE
wash!ngton, DG 20003

Dear Chairman Glllespial

The Damoeratic National Commitize ({DNG) and tha Votlng Rights Institute applaud your
cormmitmant o vpenness and faimsss in tha slecioral process for 2004 and beyond, the
Gitizens of this country desarve nathing teas. We alao agree that eligbla vetars should be
able to exercise thelr right to vots without fuar of hacagsment or Intimidatlon, and we
strongly eppose any fraudulent behavior or activity at palling places.

As you know, Congress passed me Help Amerisa Vote Act {(HAVA) in responae to the
tramendous voting imegulasities that securrad In 2000 = most memorably i Florda. Its
goal |6 to help ensure e vary upenness and fairness that we all agree Is fundamental 1o
the credibility of the eisctoral pracess. This is to be done, I part, by allseating funds w0
slates to improva thalr alection systems ard by establlshing uniform standards that

~ ghould be employed by Thoss syslams, 10 ensur that money is belng apont wisely and

alfoctvely.

Deforost “Buater” Soaries, Jr.. Chalr of the Bi-pertisan Elaction Assistancs Commissitn
{EAC) that has been cherged with the Immense task of lmplﬁmﬂﬂﬂ:? MAVA, ha$ sald
that the Commiasion lackes the funding to ensure that thase standards — which are so
cruclal 1 the BUccess of bringing more opennass to our sloctoral proceas - aro
deveioped and implamanted, Further undermining fhe EAGC's efforis; Is the fact thet
Presidant Bush has requested a §10 fittion budget cut tar this fscally strapped
Gommission In FY2008, under the unsuppactabla asgumption that there will somehow
ba uniobligaied balances In this amount carried over from FY2004, We ask thereforg,
tha you and the RNC join us in calling on Ceongress to approprate the funds nsaded 1o
futml the promise of HAVA,

Funding alone, of course, Is not tha eoiution to the problems so many votars have facad
In sttempting to vote, Systamic chanjes that address these Issues should be
snoouraged and supporiad, The League of Woman Vewrs, the Laadership Conferance
on Civil Rights and other leading civil rights prganizations, have identfiad the top flva
fiska to eligible votara In 2004; voter reglatration problems, erronecus purging, problems
Wwith the new 1D requirement, difficulties with the new elootronic vating systamsg and
fallura ta count provisional ballots,

To deal with somae of tha problerns facing vatars this fall, the L eagua of Warman :
Visters have recommended the following steps be implamented 10 ensune that no eligible

Visil our webslie ol www denioera.org.

P24

s
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citizen Iy disanfranchised. We egros with many of thelr congluslons and
would encourage tha RNC lo support the implementation of tHege pragedures

1, Erisure that voter reglstration applleations or forms-are procassad in 2 timaly
fashion prict to Election Day. Stete and local election officials should be-
encouraged to updats thelr voter registration flsts and fo malntain epan lnes of
communication betwaen palllag sitas and the raglstrar's cantral office.

2 Provide timsty notice to any elizen who has beeh-purgsd from a state falon liat
s he or she may-registar to vote prior to Rledlion ‘Eﬁay‘tf-mg%-nm oligiblie, The list
should ba mada public to anaura that thess eltizens aie notifed prics Yo iHe
statewlde deadline for voter registration, We aiso encourage stete.ant local
officials to cut off or stop any purging efer August 1, 2004.

3. Evary citizen shauld be educated on what form, if any, of ID they may ba
required lo produce at their polling place and this infermation shoulld he widaly
published prior to;Eleclion Day,

4, Educate cltizens en the new valing systems that will be used in their iogal.
Jurisdiction thia fall, We aleo encouraga that aacurlty standards be sefio rralintaln:
thelntegrity of aurvoting systera, o

5, Every poliing alte It Arristice should have provisiona! ballote available:fo citizans
whe rnay show up at the-wrong site. Wa also encourege 2 non-digeriminatory
process for [ssuing and counting these provisional baliots.

We bellave It [ npessary to remova svery barrer that impedas orderiles an:sligible
vate. The RNG andilts sllies should work with (ts state pariés:and affilates to encourage
campaign -and.slection workers to help protect and promete-this rights of sijlicitizens to
have & volce In thalr demacracy. And the Rapublican Party shatild:stand frrily-aind.
publicly against any groug, whether or not affillatad, (hat devises séfigmes to impeds
lawfui registrifion and acosss o tha palls.

We are also calling ontha RNGC to urge the. Depermarit. of Justize'te follow up on
exisfing voling rights violation cases that have.net bean-adequately addressad. The
Jusfige Departmant has baen glven the taik sFmplerenting some imparkanf HAVA
provisions. We encaurage the Deperiment 1o nidt only vigarausly enforca the Voting
Rights Acl, as ameridaed, but to safeguand the clectors] précdsa’by working-with state
and iocal officials to ensura nyene |3 harassed or indmidated whils attermpting W
parielpateinthe slectoral process, ‘

Farty ysars ago this summer, actiVists from across America conyerged I Mississippl to
help educate and reglstertons of thousands of previously di¢ ﬁﬁnﬁ:ﬁlﬁaﬂ-ﬂmuﬁmn
clftzens. in the spirlt of thair faadership and determination to dxpard the franchise, the
DNG calls uppi the RNC to-do is part in ensurng no-Amisrican cltizen Is dented the-ight
to paricipata’tn tha electaral process.

We sppreclate your suggestion of novel means of achieving thls goal, which you i
‘anvisien in part as a joint Inltatlie intangatad lurisdiction by tha twopalitical parties,
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s notapullisralaiions garmbit by the two polliicel parties, but reihel a
E:%ﬂmgﬁti?aﬁy al’iﬁ!ﬁgg o bothe thiel -t%ﬁwlam will be enforced by those fudarﬁi and
state agbngien nharged witkiprotecting iné canstitutional and statutory rights m’; a __Eu_r
clizens, \Va lnok fonvard to your embrace of this fundamental propasition, and g;a r
acfiva supperk for il fulfiliment in practics at all levels of the Repulilican party ard

| Yourstrigy, .. | 2,

“: ) / o Py

S A e A ' d;:“ Braxilé :
; ! ‘ ‘ el g o i
‘ Ohalrman Mating Righta {nstittite f'

Bemocratic Natiowhal Committes




Case 2:81-cv-03876-DRD-SDW  Document 21-9  Filed 10/29/2004 Page 14 of 39



Case 2:81-cv-03876-DRD-SDW  Document 21-9 Filed 10/29/2004

Page 15 of 39

63493 08 GOFDearPriend @/%/704 7111 BR  Fage 1 $

August 10, 2004

Dear Friend,

Congratulations! You recently registered to vote and you have taken
the first step in being an active participant in the election process. Former
President Ronald Reagan understood this when he said, “Freedom is never
more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't pags it to our
children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on
for them to do the same, ot one day we will spend our sunset years telling
our children and our children’s children what it was once like in the United.
States where men were free,”

This election is about our future, A future focused on;

+ Tax relief so hard working families can keep more of what
they earn,

» Fighting and winning the war on terror, and

» High standards and real accountability in education.

Each state’s laws differ on when and where you can vote. We at the
Republican National Committee strongly believe in everyone’s right to
participate in our country’s electoral process. Please take tirue to visit our
wehsite at www.gop.com/newvoter.

Sincercly,
'The Republican Natiomal Committee

Paid for by the Republican National Committee. www.gop.org
Not anthorized by any candidate or candidate committes

.

_‘(j_
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September 9, 2004

Dear Friend,

Congratulations! You recently registered to vots and you have taken the first
step in being an active participant in the election process. Former President Ronald
Reagan understood this when he said, “Freedom is never more than ope generation
away from extinction. We didn't pass it to our childran in the bloodstream. It must
be foughi for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same, or ons day we will
spend our sunzet years telling our children and our children's children what it wag
once like in the United States where men were free.”

This election 15 about our future, A future focused on

» Tax relief so herd working familiss can keep mare of what
they earn,

» Fighting and winning the war on terror, and

= High standards and real accountability in education.

We in the Republican Party strongly believe in everyone’s right o participate
in our country’s eleetoral process, We urgs you to consider voting Republican.
Pleage take time to visit our website at www.ohiogop.org.

- —- Streeeely: - -
A A

Bob Bennett
Chairman, Qhio Republican Party

Paid for by the Ohio Republican Party, 211 8. Fifth St, Columbus, Ohio 43215 www.objogop.org
Not Authorized by any Candidate or Candidate’s Comumities
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Akrcon Beacon Journal (Chiae)

September 29, 2004 Wednesday 4X EDITION

SECTION: A; BRIEF; Pg. 1

LENGTH: 105% words .

HEADLINE: Suspicious voter cards are piling up;
Huge Chic registration effort brings new voters, problems

BYLINE: By lisza A. Abraham; Beacon Journal staff writer

GODY :
As voter registration cards continue to pour inte boards of elections across
Ohio, instances of alleged voter registration frawud are growing.

In Summit County, suspected fraudulent voter registration cards continue teo
Lrjckle in on teop of the more than 800 already under scrutiny, acocording to
Board of EleclLigns Deputy Director John Schmidt.

I'he coonty sheriff, the state Pureau of Criminal Identification and
Tnvestigation, and the Ohic attornsy general arc investigating the cards
received by Summit County.

As of Tuesday, the office had a stack of 3,000 voter registration cards that
still had to be verified, Schmidt =aid.

Monday is the state's deadline for woter registratien for the Nov. 2
election.

With Ohio's position as a must-win state in the presidential eleclion,
canvassers have been conducting an unprecedented voter-registratlion effort
that is expected to result in as many as 300,000 new registered veters.

But the glut of registration cards has broughl problems.

In Mahening County, Eleclions Director Michael Sciortino said he has flagged
40 votar registration cards that were part of a group of about 323 submitted
by the NAACF in Cleveland.

Smiortine #aid he will wait until after the Oct. 4 registration culeff to
prasent them to his board and forward them to the ceunty prosecutor for
investigation.

The number, he said, is high even for a presidential election year. Sciortino
couldn't recall any problem registrations in 2000, kut noted that voter
registration in genera) haz far exceeded 2000 totals.

Slnge January, Mahoning County has registered about 12,500 new voters, with
about 1,000 registration cards waiting to be verified and mors coming in
daily.

Sinmilar handwril ing
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Sciortine said vhe reglstration cards originated from the Cuyahoga County
Board of Electicns. Many appearsad to be in the same handwriting, and ag his
staff has attempted to verify them, they have heen told repealedly, ''I
didn't sign that card,'' he said.

Carle LaParo, spokesman for Ohie Secretary of State J. Kenneth Blackwell,
said his office does not serve as & clearinghouse for possible voter
regiatration fraud, so the problems they know of are ones that have received

a lot of media attention, like Summit and Lake countiaes.

In Lake Caunty, aelections officials found more than 100 questicnable voler
registration forms and absentee bhallot applications, including an atlempt to
register at least one deceased person Lo vote, said Linda Hlebak, deputy
diragter of the Lake County Board of Elections.

''We have had some trouble,'' she sald, adding that the investigarion nas
Lbean fturned over to the Lake County proseacutor.

She said the Lake board sends oul postcards to confirm registrations. When
the cards start coming back asz undeliverable due to nonexistenl addresses,
it's an indication that there are problems, Hlebak =aid.

LoParo said tha county sheriff or prosccuter is the appropriate agency to
investigate cases of suspected fraud.

Increased vigllance

In this political season, when voler registration campalgns are working at =
record pace, LoParc said boards of elections have had to be increasingly

vigilant.

' "There are laws established Uo deal with elecllon violations or voter fraud.
They will be enforced thls year... We take voter fraud very serleusaly, ! he
said,

Evan lass populated counties have had preblems.

Fortage County Elections Director Leois Enlow said her office has about a
dozen suspected fraudulent registration cards her bward is expected bto hand
aver Lo its county prosscutor.

Some in the group actuwally were forwarded to Portage County from coffiecials in
Summit County and the Secretary of State's office after the addresses on the
cards ware determined to be in Portage County, she said.

"‘We're not handwrlting experts, but we can sce that that one looks an awful
1ot like this one, "' she sald.

Enlow said her office rarcly has problems, so the dozen gquestionable
ragistration cards are unuswal. "'I don't recall having even thab many, '’ she

said.
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Since before tha March primary election, problems have been noted in counties
inzluding Cuyahoga, Franklin, and Trumbull,

In Cantan, Stark County Electicns Director Jeff Matthews said ha's had about
four questionable registration cards, but the problem is nol as widespread as

other areas.

A blgger problem has besn the numerous duplicate registration cards that have
been submitted for voters whe already are registered legally.

Often when a canvasser approachas, a voter will simply register ggain, and
sometimes, again, he zald,

"'People just keep filling out the forms. We'zre encountering more ay we're
working through our hacklog,'' he said.

"1T'yg baen here 18 years and I've never seen such a high velume of
registrations come in so guiekly,'' sald 3usan Strasser, diregtor of the
Medina County Board of Elections.

Her oFfice nasn't had any problems sc far, but she's been watching for it
because of probplems in other counties.

I"Phat's so hard to police,'' ghe =aid.

Strasser said her staff can compare handwriting on signatures on registration
cards, but similar patterns may only be detected 1f the cards arrive in the

same batch.

''We're really keaping an eye out for that. We're scrutinizing <ach
slgnature. But 1t can come in a week lateor,'' she said.

Plus, she said ficltitious addresses may be easy to discover, but fictitious
voters at real addresses are found only if the person actually living at the
residence bothers to call and alert the elections board about the sikbuaticn.

If the actual resident receives a gonfirmation card with ancther person's
name on it and towses it in Lhe trash, that fictitiouws voter could get

registered.

''1 don't know how you police something like that,'' Strasser said. ''Fraud
can be daone anywhere,''

Stephen Brooks, associate directer of the Bliss Institute for Applied
Politics at the University of Akron, said the concern that the election may
be turned by illegally registered voters is unlikely.

"' The boards of elections are very competent and thelr systems are designad
to prevent those people from voting... They are designed to prevent illegal
voting and to promots legal voting and in general they o & relatively good
job, '' he said.
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The Cinclnnati Enquirer

Oclober 20, 2004 Wednesday Final FRdition
SECTION: NEWS:; Pg. 1A

LEMGTH: 812 words

HEADLINE: Thousands of new-voter cards in Ohieo undeliverable
BYLINE: By Jim Siegel Enquirer Columbus Bureau

BODY 1
COLUMBUS - Thousands of cards mailed by county election boards Lo newly

regiskered voters in Hamilton Counky and threughout the state are e ng
relurned because The people can't be found.

John Williams, director of the Hamilten County Heoard of Elsctions, sald the
situation indicates that there might not be as many new vobers as some expsct
in a state deemed crucial in the presidential election.

Ohio Republican Party Chairman Robert Bennett on Tuesday sald it's a result
of statawide regiatration fraud conducted by independenl groups that support

Democratic candidates.

"By most sccounts, their werk canm only be consideraed sloppy, haphazard and,
ir scme cases, downright illegal," Bennett said, ncting that the state party
plans to hake out full-page ads in Ohio newspapers encouraging citizens to
gtop voter fraud.

Democratic Party spokesman Dan Trevas said the fraud uncovered in Ohio
equates Lo "minor errors" when viewed in the bigger picture.

"The vast majority of those registered for the first time are intent on
voting," he said.

pennett cited lnstances in 10 countiey where potentially frauwdulent voter
registration forms were submitted.

He said many were submitted by groups he teras nauxiliaries of the Democratic
Party": the Assonidatien of Commuinity Organi zations for Reform Now {(ACCRN) and
America Coming Together.

The groups paid psople to reglster voters. Some registrations were filled out
for dead people, some contained fake addresszas, and others named fictionm
characters such as Dick Tracy and Mary Poppins.

Jess Goode, spokesman for ACT in Ohie, has denied wrongdoing by his group. He
said the Republican Farty is scared of the number of new Democratic voters
headed to the polls in two weeks.

n estimated 7.9 million pecple have registered in Chic, up frem 7.1 million
at the beginning of the year.
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Williams is currently investigating fraud by sorecne working for ACORN whe he
Said submittcd voter registrations for about 35 people who don't exist.

Newly registered voters in Hamilton County are mailed a card telling them
where Lo vote and what political districts they live in. Butl thousands of
those cards were returned because the peeple, or the addresses listed on
voter registration forms, couldn't be found.

"There s quite a number,™ Williams said, noting that not every relurned card
is a suspected case of fraud. "People do actually move.”

Stale GOP records, wonfirmed by Williams, show that through Oct. 4, Hamilton
County mailed 63,403 cards to new registrants, and 4,152 ware relurned - a
rate of 6.6 percent.

The number was third-highest in the state behind Cuyahoga County's 14,461 and
Franklin's 6,917, according to GOP records. In Butler County, 285 cards
mailed to new voters were returned, whilo 24 ware returped in Warren County,
sccording to GOP records. Clermont County numbers were not available.

Tim Burke, chairman of the Hamilteon County Democratic Party and the county
elections board, sald an wpdated number of cards returned is 5,808 cut of
150,000 mailed not only Lo new voters, but also to those changing addressas,

for a return rate of less than ¢ percent.

Burke said fraud makes up a small percentage of the hundrads of thousands of
newly registersd voters in Ohic.

"I think Republicans are allempting to justify what they intend tc do an
Flection Day by raising guestions of voter fraud and averplaying this," he

said.

What both the Democratic and Republican parties in Ohic intend to do is use a
Gl-year-old law that allows them teo place challengers al polling sites. The
parties are recruiting lawyers, law students and others to ensure that people
are allowed to vote, or to potenlially challenge wvoblers’ eligibility.

Rennett saic his eflorts are likely to foeus on heavily Democratic areas
where many neaw voters have been registered, Democrats expect to match the

effort.

ns further evidence of registration fraud, Bennett said the Ohio Republican
Party sent out its own letters to newly registered Ohio voters, encouraging

them toc vote Republican.

In the counties where new registration was highest, 3 percent to 9 percent of
the letlurs were returnced because the people were not located,

"] gan say . . . AS 3omeone who's been in state politics for 40 years, Lthat
the normal. rate of return is less than 1 percent," he said. "These results
are really unprecedented and frightening.”



Case 2:81-cv-03876-DRD-SDW  Document 21-9  Filed 10/29/2004 Page 25 of 39

Ed Gillespic, chairman of the Republican Natlonal Commitlbes, joined Bennett
Tuesday and said Dhio's lssues of voter registration fraud cases are alarming

and part of a national problem.

"Whether it's for profit motive or political motive, fraud is heing committed
in the registration procass in a way that makes more possible fraud on
Election Day," hec said.

"I'11 bet you this. If Mary Foppins and Dick Tracy vote on Eleclicn Day.
they'll vete for John Kerry."
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CNN.com - Mary Poppins prompts investigation - Oct 18, 2004 Page 1 of2
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Mary Poppins prompts Investigation
{CNN) -- Ohlo authoritics say a man was charged Monday with filling out more than 100 fictitious voter
reglstration forms, some In names such as Disney character Mary Poppins and pop singer Michael Jackson.

Chad Statan, 22, of Daflance County in northwestarn Chio, was to recelve manay for @ach reglairation farm ha sould persusds potential
votars to fill out, s&ld Sheriff David Wastrick, ‘

Instead, Staton, himself, fillad out the farms and returnesd them fo the Tolede woman wha hirad him. Sherlffs daputies allage ha was
paid |n grack cocaing ingtead of money.

Staton had his first eaurl appearance Monday an a falony charge of falea reglstration, and was released on his own secognizance. He
hea anothar court appearance schedulad for Friday.

Westrick sald the Tolede woman, Georgianna Pilts, 41, told officers she was recrulted by Thaddeus Jackson |l of Gleveland to obtain
voter regisirations, He sald a businsss card provided by Pitts Indicatad {hat Jackson is the assistant Ohie director of the NAACP

Nalienat Voter Fund.
Wasirick sald he didn't know the lega) status of Piile and Jackson, who llva puleide hig juriadiction.

Greg Moara, the execulive dlraclor of Ihe NAACP Netlonal Vater Fund, said: "Wa helleve anyone violating the law hurts the cradibllity
of NVF and mare Importantly the thousends of hard-working men and women who are legally reglstering pecpla to yote."

According to its Web site, the Nalional Voler Fund advances tha cause of civil rights through advacacy, wiiucating volers on candldales’
atands on civil rights and Increasing voter lurnaut in the African-American community,

The sheriif sdded that deputles and Toleda palice had abtainad a saarch warrant for the house where Pilts llves. He sald officers
configcated drug paraphernalia end voter ragistratlon forma from the home.

Westrick said Pitts admltlad paying Staton crack cogalna for the registrallons In Hau of money. Westrick sald he didn't know the legal
atlus of Pltts and Jackson, whe live quiside his furlsdiction.

Westrick said his offlca began an investigation after a somplaint was matle by the Deflance County Board of Elections, Tha board
recaived tha forms from the Cuyahoga Board of Eleclions. Cuyshaga Gounty includes Clavaland.

Westrick said offielals became suspicious becausa the handwiiting on the forms was similar, In some caseg, there were dozans of
addrosses for a single bleck In Daflance, where thera ara anly a couple of homes, he said.

But the blygest giveaway may have baen the names themsslves.

"Mary Poppins hasn't voted hera In a laag time. Michasl Jacksan hasn't. Those were same of the ficlitlious names,” Wastrick said.

Finid this article at:
http:fwww.cnn, com/ZU04/LAW! 01 Bimary. poppins.reglsiars to. vote

htlp://unn.1aw.primthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt‘?action=cpt&title=CNN.c0m+-+Mary+Pop... 10/28/2004
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HEADLINE: FRANKLIN COUNTY GRAND JURY;
WORKER ACCUSED OF FALSIFYING VOTER FORM

BYLINE: Robert Vitale, THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

BEODY:
A part-time worker signing up new voters for a local community group has been
indicted by a Franklin County grand jury on charges he forged a reglstration form,

Kevin Eugene Dogley, 45, was Indicted on two counts: submitting a false electlon
reglstration form and submitting a false signature, Both are felonies, punishable by
up to a year In prison and a $2,500 fine.

The charges stem from an Investigation that began in May after the Franklin County
Board of Elections discovered dozens of voter registration forms with fake names or
false information. They were submitted by the Association of Community

Qrganizations for Reform Now, or ACORN, which pald workers bonuses based on the

number of voters they regtstelrad.

County Prosecutor Ron O'Brien said yesterday that the Indictment is the first of its
type during his seven years In office,

"It's a rare kind of charge," he said. "Usually you don't have the kinds of intense
registration efforts going on by both parties and Interest groups.”

About 94,000 new voters have been reglstered so far this year [n Franklin County,
which surpasses the total number of new voters signed up in the 2000 presidential
election year. As of May, there were 755,000 county resldents registered to vote,

ACORN [s one of a number of liberal groups that have pald workers to register voters
in urban areas, particularly peorer neighborhoods that traditlonally vote for
Democrats. Another group, America Coming Together, came under criticism this
summer after the Associated Press reported it employed felons to conduct door-to-

door registratlon in Ohio and other states, e

An arrest warrant was delivered to Dooley's lasl known address on the North Side,
but he was still at large yesterday.

ACORN officials could not be reached for comment, O'Brien said Dooley was one of
two workers the group fired shortly after the sheriff's office began Investigating the
fake names and forged signatures. e
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The group also began performing Its awn checks on information submitted by Its
workers, and Board of Elections Director Matthew Damschroder said the extra step
has cut down on the number of questionable forms submitted to his agency.

"Thay're doing a lot of filtering," he sald of groups conducting their own voter-
reglstration drives. "No organization doing voter registration on the street wants to
he tagged.”

O'Brien said that although a number of forms have had falsifled information,
investigators were unable to trace them to anyone elsa. Dooley Is accused of forging
just one form, of a woman he attempted to contact,
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HEADLINE: Atleged fraudulent voter cards scrutinized
BYLINE: By Cindl Andrews Enquirer staff writer

BODY:
19 in Hamilton Co, suspected

Hamliton County electlon officials will meet this marning ta discuss 19 voter
registrations for people who may not exist, which would be a rare case of election

fraud,

Board of Electlons Director John Willlams subpoeneed those named on the vater
registration cards after similar handwriting and frlse addresses raised election
warkers' suspleions, The sheriff's department could not find them, he said.

The cards were turned In, Willlams sald, by someone affiliated with the Association of
Community Organizations for Reform Now {ACORNY), a group that represents low-
[ncome people.

"We have a very extensive fraud detecting process,” sald Dlerdre Murch of ACORN,
“f this is true, T don't know how thay got there."

Officlals in Columbus are also Invest!gating possible Improprietles by an ACORN
worker there,

ACORN has registered more than 1 milllon new voters natlonwlide, including 158,036
In Ohla, according to its Web site, wwyy,acorn.org.

Murch said she took 526 new voter registrations to the board of elections late
Thursday that the group found in a mismarked box and are asking the board to
accept even though the deadline was Monday.

Ohio is under unprecedented scrutiny over Its election process this year as a
battleground state In what is expected to be a close prasidential election,
Unprecadented levels of voter interest also resulted In record numbears of new vaoter

registratlons,

State and local officlals say those factors contributed to an unusually high number of
potential electlon fraud cases. Lake and Summit countles are investlgating over
1,000 patential instances of voter reqlstration fraud.

By comparlson, Hamilton County's 19 potential fraud cases out of the 68,728 new
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voter reglstrations tallled so far appear to be a pretty small number, Board of
Elections Chalrman Tim Burke said,

The Board of Elections can refer election fraud for prosecutlon If it decides there was
maliclous Intent. It's a felony and cartles a possible sentence of up to one year In jail

and a $2,500 fine.

The only other Incidents Burke couid remember in his dozen years on the board
invelved candidate petitions, In 2001, four women were sentenced to 30 days in jail
each for signing fake names on petitions they were supposed to ba circulating for
would-be congressional candidate Jim Condit Jr.
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HEADLINE: QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY;
Par-name reward system can encourage fraud In solicitation of voters
BODY:
Paying people to reglster voters or to gather signatures for ballot petitions Is an
@ established practice in Ohlo, and It often Is necessary to get worthy candidates and
issues on the ballot,
But making It into plecework -- paylng workers by the signature or by the
registration card -- inevitably ralses the chance that some will Inflate their
productivity by making up names.
® 1f polltical Interest groups want to maintain the right to do pald electioneering, thay
had better pollce their employees vigllantly.
Franklin County electlons officials sald recently that two groups -- Praject Vote and
the Assoclation of Community Organizatlons for Reform Now, also known as ACORN -
- turned In several of what appear to be fraudulent forms, some of which bore the
® names of paople already reglstered to vote,
Although ACORN and Project Vote officials sald they check as many as 75 percent of
the cards turned In by thelr pald collectors, some fraudulent cards apparently were
undliscovered and passed on to the Board of Elections,
The fraud was discovered when electlons employees sent notification cards out to the
® "new" voters, who, In tumn, told the board of the mistakes.
ACORN, which advocates on behalf of the poor and says It has reglstered 23,000
voters since fall, made the right move by firing two employees who turned in cards
that turned out to be fake. A third persen already had quit.
® Franklin County elections Director Matthew Damschroder would llke to see more.
Pointing out that knowIngly turning In false election Information is a felony, he has
. called for prosecution of those suspected.
The call I on target. While the perpetrators most likely were interested making
maney, not stealing an election, officlals should send the message that the accuracy
® of voter-registration ralls Is too important to trifle with.

Faid petitioning and reglstration are probably an Inescapable fact of political lIfe; few
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organizations attract enough veluntears to gather the thousands of signatures
typlcaily needed to put something on the ballot or register thousands of new voters.

Given the probléms inherent in paylng per slgnature, however, groups that use the
practice strongly should conslder paying only an hourly rate and avolding any per-
signature premiums.
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® SECTION: Paolitical News
LENGTH: 247 words
HEADLINE: Warrant issued for false reglstration
DATELINE: COLUMBUS, Ohlo

BODY:
A warrant was Issued for a paralee accused of forging a signature on a voter
reglstration form, Franklin County Prosecutor Ron Q'Brien said Tuesday.

A grand jury indicted Kevin Eugene Dooley, 45, of Columbus, on one felony count
® each of false election registration and submitting false election signatures, 'Brien
sald.

If convicted, Dooley could be sentenced from six months to one year in prison on
each count. He was released on parole in November while serving a six-to-25-year
sentence for recelving stolen property, escape and breaking and entering, G'Brien
sald,

Dooley was employed by the Assoclation of Community Qrganizations for Reform
Now, or ACORN, associated with the nonprofit Project Vote, & naticnal group that _
ragisters low-income and minority voters, O'Brien sald,

Dooley submitted a card bearing a woman's name to the Franklin County Board of

® Elections that had a forged slgnature, the indictment said, Docley's pay included a
fee for each new voter he reglstered beyond a certaln goal, according to the
Indictment.

In June, ACORN fired a worker over several dozen forms submitted to Franklin
County elections officials that were duplicates or had false Information, the group's
organizer said. ' i

ACORN organizer Katy Gall said the group would cooparata with prosecutors. The
farme were traceable because workers Inltlal them, she sald. A telephone call
Tuesday to a number listed for Gall was not answered, There was no listing for
Dooley.
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Two Ohio Voter-Registration Workers Fired

Published: Jun 03, 2004 2:01 PM EST

COLUMBUS, Ohio {AP) - Two workers with a8 community activist group’s voter-registration
campalgn were fired after authoritles determinad they submitted fraudulent ferms to glection
officials.

The workers were collecting voter registrations for the Assoclatlon of Community
Organizations for Reform Now, or ACORN, when they turned In the forms, which were
duplicates or contained false information, '

The graup agreed Wednesday to perform extra checks on Its paperwork. "This just makes it
harder for everybody," organizer Katy Gall sald. "We definitely are glad we were able to catch
it at this stage.”

Matthew Damschroder, director of the Franklin County Board of Elections, blamed a bonus
pald to workers based gn the number of new reglstrations they collected.

"It's not the organization per se that's problematic — it's the individuals," he sald, "I don't
believe there's anyons aut there mastarminding a program to throw an election.”

ACORN workers are pald $6.25 an hour and have reglstered 23,000 new voters In the county
since last fall,

©2004 The Associated Press
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HEADLINE: Late voter reglstrations could cause Election Day havoc
DATELINE: CLEIVELAND

BODY: ‘
Vater advocates worry that a flood of new registrations and address changas wlll
lead to confusion and lost votes on Electlon Day.

In Ohio's largest counties, election boards are getting nearly double the number of
reglstration cards submitted In 2000. The scramble [s only expected to Intenstfy this
week, as the Oct. 4 reglstration deadline nears,

"'we think this will ba the sleeper Issue in this election,” sald Kay Maxwell, natlonal
president of the League of Women Voters, "Plenty of people can fall through the
cracks,"

Ohio is so crucial In this year's presldentlial campaign that voter registration groups
are stepping over each other to lacate every unregistered resldent.

"Ohio's the subject of such a natlonal focus that we're almost drowning each other,”
said Josh Gildrie, state coordinator for the New Voters Project. "It's absolutely
amazing what's golng on."

Election boards across the state have hired extra staff members, extended working
hours, or both to process cards. Some boards are processing them 24 hours a day.

At Cuyahoga County's elections board, Ohio's [argest, about 20,000 cards sat In bins
last weaak, walting te be checked and entered Into computers. Director Michael Vu
said the board will spend about $175,000 on extra workers to process the cards. He
expected to eliminate the backlog ovar the weekend,

John Willams, Hamilton County's elections director, sald the backlog was still about
5,000 last week - down from 14,000,

"This is an election unlike anything 30-year pros have seen,” he said.

Surveys show the majorlty of the new voters appear to be Democrats, said Dennis
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Lieharman, the Demacratic Party chairman in Mentgomery County, Velunteers have
called a significant number of the 25,000 newly registered voters In Montgomery
County, and three-quarters have identified themselves as Democrats.

Some local electlon officlals say voter groups bear responsibility for the reglstration
backiog because they have turned In too many cards that are duplicates or
Incomplete, forcing the boards to track down the voters,

In Cuyahoga County, for Instance, Project Vote and the Assoclation of Community
Organizations for Reform Now, or ACORN, worked together to submit the most
cards. But they also produced the highest percentage - about 15 percent - of
incomplete cards, :

Candy Roberts, ACORN's voter registration coordinator, sald the organization had
problems at first but tightenad ks pracaduras to reduce arrors and possibla fraud.

"We can't tell when we meet someone on the street if they're not being honest with
us," she said,

Republicans have been critical of Project Vote, ACORN and other groups that pay
canvassears to register voters, many In Democratic-leaning areas.

Jason Mauk, a spokesman for the Ohlo Republican Party, sald sloppy work by the
groups has overloaded election boards,

*Our concarn Is that cases of fraud will slip through," he sald. "This could ralse
challenges to ballots and wreak havec on Election Day."



